Sudden hypotonic paraparesis caused by tophaceous gout of the lumbar spine.
Gouty arthritis of the axial skeleton is rare, and neurological complications due to spinal cord or nerve root compression secondary to tophaceous deposits have been seldom reported. We describe a patient with chronic gouty arthritis who developed an acute paraparesis caused by tophaceous cauda equina compression. Surgical removal of the mass resulted in complete recovery.